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3- 9-64

Dwyer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
A National Science Foundation grant of $29,200 has been awarded to Montana
State University to extend for three years geological research begun three years
ago, Dean Robert W. Coonrod announced.
Dr. Robert W. Fields of the geology faculty is director of the study of "Ori
gin and Development of Northern Rocky Mountain Tertiary Basins."
The major objective of the project is to compile a geologic history of the
Northern Rocky Mountain province, the director said.

The study involves interpre

tation of both time and duration of mountain-building events that affected the
region during the Cenozoic era, he said.
The previous NSF grant supported work done in the Jefferson River Valley
around Whitehall, Dr. Fields said.
toward Sheridan and Dillon.

The new grant will extend the study southward

Work will begin this spring on field mapping, collect

ing of vertebrate fossil remains, and obtaining sedimentary and petrographic in
formation in the field.
The grant provides for a three-year research assistantship for a graduate
student and for two summer field assistantships for students, Dr. Fields said.

